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Our path

MILE
STONES

In 1906, FRÄNKISCHE was founded under the name of “Fränkische Isolierrohr- und Metallwaren-
Werke Gg. Schäfer & Cie.” in Schweinfurt. Three years later, Otto Kirchner, grandfather of today‘s 
president, entered the company as a joint partner. In 1912, after a fire had completely destroyed  
the insulated pipe factory, the company moved to Königsberg which is still home to the company 
headquarters today.

In 1919, Otto Kirchner discontinued cooperation with his partners, and the enterprise became  
entirely family-owned. Both world wars meant an end to many companies, yet at FRÄNKISCHE, 
production never came to a complete standstill.

After the death of her husband Otto in 1946, a tough struggle began for Dr Auguste Kirchner.
At Christmas 1948, she finally succeeded in releasing the enterprise from American trusteeship,  
re-taking control of the company at the end of that year. Dr Auguste Kirchner’s decision to opt
for plastic paved the way for a successful future.
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1952: The world‘s first flexible

corrugated electrical conduit  

made of metal

1961: The world‘s first corrugated 

continuously produced drainage 

pipe made of plastic

1959: The world‘s first flexible  
electrical conduit made of plastic

In the 1950s, the first ever flexible electrical conduit made of metal, and the world‘s first continuous-
ly produced, flexible corrugated plastic pipe were manufactured in Königsberg. With the production 
of the first ever continuously manufactured corrugated drainage pipe made of plastic in 1961,
FRÄNKISCHE revolutionised drainage technology. These milestones played a key role in the suc-
cess story of the company that changed its name to “Fränkische Rohrwerke Gebr. Kirchner GmbH
& Co. KG” in 1977, and formed the basis for countless products and innovations.

100 years after the company had been founded, the year 2006 proved to be decisive. Otto Kirchner
acquired all shares in the company from his co-partners and since then has become the third
generation to run FRÄNKISCHE as a sole shareholder. His leadership was the beginning of the
company‘s internationalisation.

In 2008, FRÄNKISCHE Industrial Pipes GmbH & Co. KG was spun off into a 100-percent subsidiary
of FRÄNKISCHE Rohrwerke Gebr. Kirchner GmbH & Co. KG.

Today, FRÄNKISCHE is an internationally operating family-owned enterprise with over 4,200
employees around the globe.

REVOLUTION
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Our locations

Production sites and sales facilities around the world secure the proximity to our customers,
guarantee fast deliveries and enable solutions tailored to the needs and conditions of the
respective country.
Yet despite all the internationality, FRÄNKISCHE has been and will remain deeply rooted at
the company headquarters in Königsberg/Germany.

6 WORLDWIDE6



INTERNA
TIONAL

REGIONAL

We operate internationally:

n Africa

 Ben Arous, Tunisia | Casablanca, Morocco

n America

 Anderson, USA | Guanajuato, Mexico

n Asia

 Anting/Shanghai, China | Changshu, China | Hangzhou/Zhejiang, China | Pune, India

n Bückeburg, Germany | Cluj, Romania | Ebersbach/Fils, Germany |

 Hermsdorf, Germany | Istanbul, Turkey | Königsberg, Germany (headquarters) |

 Milan, Italy | Mönchaltorf, Switzerland | Moscow, Russia | Okříšky, Czech Republic |

 Schwarzheide, Germany | St Leonards-on-Sea Great Britain | Torcy-le-Grand, France |

 Wels, Austria | Yeles/Toledo, Spain
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Our values

FRÄNKISCHE looks back on over 100 years of company history. Our employees‘
commitment and expertise have always been the engine of our many successful years.
Our values and our corporate culture form the foundation.

Longevity 

We strive for steady growth while preserving our independence to pass down to 
future generations a healthy company, offering secure jobs to its employees.
We maintain long-lasting and cooperative relationships with our customers and  
business partners.

Market focus 

We continue to expand our strong market position also on the international level.
High-quality, custom developments and comprehensive service ensure solutions
exactly matching each and every requirement.

PHILOSOPHY
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Sustainability 

We assume responsibility for the region and the environment. This prompts us to 
use resources in an anticipatory and forward-looking manner, and to help promote the 
region’s attractiveness.

Family-owned enterprise

Respect, trust and mutual support shape our corporate culture. We work as a team, 
and every one of us contributes their share to ensure success and our long-term future.

CONTINUITY
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DYNAMIC
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Our motivation

At FRÄNKISCHE, we clearly put the focus on our customers’ satisfaction. Our many decades of 
experience in plastic and metal processing as well as our technical know-how guarantee highest

quality and best service, and make us a reliable and competent partner for project-specific 

solutions.

We opt for research, development and ongoing innovation with the goal to keep on setting
standards. The direct line to customers and business partners is key to new developments and 
improvements of our products and systems.

DYNAMIC

CUSTOMER
ORIEN
TATION
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Triple strength in construction engineering

FRÄNKISCHE offers a broad range of products and systems.
Roads and highways, sports grounds, railways, runways, ventilation systems, drinking water instal-
lations, heating systems – there is hardly any field left where our products are not being used.

Along with complex infrastructure solutions such as stormwater management, our product  
portfolio also includes new technologies such as the DATALIGHT® optical network system or the
tried-and-tested alpex brand for drinking water, gas and heating installations. 

Whenever you look for reliable and sustainable construction engineering solutions, you will  
find them in our DRAINAGE SYSTEMS division, ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS division, and BUILDING 
TECHNOLOGY division. 

The BAU DIVISION stands for solution expertise, variety and power of innovation.

12



DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

BUILDING TECHNOLOGY

13



KNOW-HOW

Water. Know-how. Consulting.

Water is the source of life and at the same time an unpredictable force of nature. On the one 
hand, it must be protected, on the other hand, it needs to be controlled. In times of ever more 
sealed surfaces and frequent flooding, our products help with the transport, storage, treatment
and controlled discharge of stormwater to maintain and restore the natural water cycle.

This is a complex and multi-faceted task that requires a lot of experience and expertise from a
variety of disciplines. This is why we provide extensive and tailored consultation to authorities,
design engineers, contractors and operators coupled with project-specific solution possibilities as
early as during the planning stage.
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DRAINAGE
SYSTEMS

Our systems are used in the following

fields of application: 

n Stormwater management

n Road drainage

n Building drainage

n Agricultural drainage

n Sports field construction and landscaping

n Wastewater disposal

n Underground cable protection
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Connecting the future

Data and electric power have never been more important than today. Without them, everything
would come to a standstill in our high-tech world. Their sensitive cables and wires require suitable
system solutions to ensure future-proof electrical installations. Conduits help create an infra-
structure that offers the greatest possible flexibility with regard to new demands on living space 
and technology. 

Our smooth and corrugated conduits made of plastic or metal protect audio, data, and signal lines,
and comply with the highest safety standards while focusing on fire protection, circuit integrity,
zero-halogen as well as UV-stability.

ELECTRICAL
SYSTEMS

16



Our systems are used in the following fields of application:

n  Electrical installations in buildings, e.g. new-built or refurbishment, network equipment,
 multi-media installations

n  Underground cable protection, e.g. gardening, outdoor lighting

n  Cable protection for machine and plant engineering
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Building technology from the expert

Water, air and gas flow through our pipes. Multilayer composite pipes, corrugated pipes, solid-wall
plastic pipes and connection components are our area of expertise. Our products and systems perfectly
complement each other and offer solutions for each and every installation situation. Along with
continuous improvement, our main focus is always set on the hygienic safety of our products.

Our product range is user-friendly, ideally tailored to practical needs, and includes tried-and tested
system components and problem solutions for the installer.

SOLUTIONS
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Our systems are used in the following

fields of application:

n Drinking water installations

n Heating installations

n Heat recovery ventilation 

n Radiant heating and cooling systems

n Gas installations

BUILDING 
TECHNOLOGY
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AUTOMOTIVE
INDUSTRY
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A world full of solutions

FRÄNKISCHE Industrial Pipes GmbH & Co. KG is a 100-percent subsidiary of FRÄNKISCHE Rohrwerke 
Gebr. Kirchner GmbH & Co. KG. On a production area of more than 280,000 square metres worldwide,
the FIP division with its main focus on plastic corrugated and smooth conduits and tubing manufactures
individual solutions for AUTOMOTIVE and INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS. 

In addition to extrusion, the range of technologies includes various methods such as blow
moulding, assembling, surface coating, injection moulding, knitting and thermoforming. 

FRÄNKISCHE Industrial Pipes GmbH & Co. KG’s diverse range of materials and products exactly meets
customers‘ needs thus making them a specialist for customer-specific developments and a contact
for tailored products.
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Driven by innovation

There is hardly a car left on our roads without FRÄNKISCHE products inside. Be it windscreen 
washer fluid line, battery cooling or tank ventilation – the AUTOMOTIVE division is a development 
partner of technically demanding corrugated pipes and completely pre-assembled systems,  
conduits as well as medium-conducting line systems for cars. 

Various manufacturing processes result in a diverse product range. Additionally, individual
solutions for the specific construction space are developed in close cooperation with OEMs and
tier1, and are delivered ready for series production directly and worldwide for final assembly.

AUTO
MOTIVE
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Our systems are used, among others, in the following applications:

n   Cable protection: 

 for high temperature loads, against abrasion and impact stress, for cable bundling,
 temperature shielding, noise absorption and electric insulation

n  Medium routing:

 e.g. fuel lines, tank ventilation lines, filling systems, underfloor ducts, SCR ventilation lines,
 crank case ventilation lines, vacuum and clutch lines, battery ventilation and battery cooling
 systems

PROGRESS
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VARIETY

We simplify your world

In the field of industry, cables are subjected to extreme stresses, such as heat and cold, 
humidity and moisture, abrasion and impact, or other chemical and mechanical influences.

Our medium-conducting systems protect, route and bundle these wires and cables and  
have been designed and manufactured with our customers‘ needs in mind. This is why we 
constantly strive to expand our range of products, and why our range of products offers a  
great variety of possible applications for industrial needs.
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Our products and systems can be found in the following

fields of application, to name but a few:

n Machine, plant and apparatus engineering

n Railway engineering / transportation

n Industry / chemistry

n Robotics

n Renewable energies (solar thermal engineering, wind energy, etc.)

n Household appliance industry

n Sanitary equipment

n Medical engineering

n Exhaust and air-conditioning technology

n Construction and agricultural machinery

INDUSTRY
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ONE 
HUNDRED
PERCENT

Quality made in Germany

Quality throughout all business divisions is FRÄNKISCHE’s key priority.
This claim has been firmly rooted in our corporate philosophy for over 100 years. The use of
FRÄNKISCHE systems is truly versatile; just as the different and demanding needs of customers,
markets and partners that the company faces every day. In order to sustainably maintain the high

quality level throughout generations, we constantly develop and improve our products, concepts  
and systems.

Our goal is to constantly enhance the quality of our processes, products and services. The zero error 

principle is practised and implemented in development, as well as in purchasing, manufacturing and 
sales.
 
Certifications in compliance with ISO 9001 and ISO TS 16949 are an inherent part of our integrated
management system.

26



RELIABILITY

27



RESPONSIBILITY
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We assume responsibility

Acting sustainably is crucial to offer prospects to future generations, and to pass down an environ-
ment in a sound and healthy condition. Within the framework of our certified energy and environ-

mental management systems, we thus continuously monitor and improve our structures,
processes and systems. In doing so, we reduce CO2 emissions and waste, reduce energy and 
water consumption, sparingly use natural resources, and develop products meant to preserve our 
environment. Moreover, we generate auxiliary power in our combined heat and power station.

We pass our know-how on to young talents – the future of our company. In the past fifty years, 
we have trained over 900 young adults. We also support continuous further training of our
employees, and life-long learning. 

Commitment to the people working at  FRÄNKISCHE has been our philosophy for generations.  
We invest in our plants and in our people. Through promoting education, culture and sports as well 
as through social commitment, we make a contribution to preserving our region and even 

making it more attractive. 

We are committed to the principles of the United Nations‘ Global Compact for a socially and
ecologically sound corporate practice.

FARSIGHT 
EDNESS
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We are a company family

FAMILY

WE are FRÄNKISCHE. We see our family company as a company family with a major common
goal and work together as a strong team. We also live this team spirit outside of the company.
We even spend our leisure time together, be it running or the football team, or the plant fire
brigade and the medics team. 

FRÄNKISCHE offers a familiar and creative working atmosphere, putting the employees
with their individual talents, abilities and aptitudes centre stage. Due to various working hours
schemes, a sound balance between family and work can be achieved into the bargain.
Numerous employees make use of the various opportunities in our international company,
make progress within FRÄNKISCHE and remain loyal to the company over decades – some of
them even from their apprenticeships.
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SOLIDARITY
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INNO
VATION

TRADI
TION

Subject to change without notice   |   Last modified: 03.2018

FRÄNKISCHE Rohrwerke Gebr. Kirchner GmbH & Co.KG   |   Hellinger Str. 1   |   97486 Königsberg / Germany      

Phone +49 9525 88-0   |   Fax +49 9525 88-155   |   info@fraenkische.de   |   www.fraenkische.com

FRÄNKISCHE is an industry leader in the design and manufacturing of technically superior corrugated
pipe systems made of plastic and metal for drainage, electrical, building technology and industrial applications 

Founded in 1906, the company remains a family-owned business with over 4,200 employees working at production 
and sales facilities around the globe.


